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TEXT

2 Timothy 3:14-17
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, 
knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been 
acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is breathed out by God 
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every 
good work.

Oklahoma, when it was still the Indian Territory, there lived there a Frenchman  
named Francois Richard.  A thief.  He would sneak across the Red River into Texas, 
steal horses or cattle and then slip back across the river where Texas lawmen had 
no jurisdiction.  He was so successful that a whole posse of Texas Rangers was sent 
out to capture him.  Sure enough it wasn’t long before Richard showed up.  And 
when he did a Texas Ranger followed him.  

Until the Frenchman came to a Cherokee settlement -- and walked into a trading 
post.  The Texas Ranger followed him in and got the drop on him.  Pointing his 
shootin’ iron into the back of Richard’s head, he said,  “I know who you are, and I 
have come to get back the cattle and horses you’ve stolen!  Unless you give ‘em to 
me, your goose is cooked!”  

Now, Richard did not speak a bit of Texan.  He responded in French.  The Ranger 
just shook his head.  He didn’t understand a word of French.  But an old fur trader 
who was standing there spoke up, “I can speak some French.  Do you want me to 
translate for you?”  The Ranger nodded -- and that fur trader in perfect French 
began to explain to Richard why there was a man holding a gun to his head.   

Richard perfectly understood and answered back,  “Tell zee Texas Ranger zee cattle 
and horses are one mile due north of here in a corral at zee base of a tall hill.  I will 
take him there myself.” 

“What’d he say?  What’d he say?” the Ranger asked the fur trader.  

“Uh, you’re not gonna like this.  He says he’s made peace with his Maker -- and, oh, 
he says he’s ready to die.”

Now, if you’re Richard, and you can see the anger rising in the Ranger’s face and 
that’s not what you expect.  Then, you’re suddenly wishing you were able to say the 
right words yourself instead of having to depend on someone else.
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The ability to say the right words. Isn’t that what the Bible’s for:  to give us the right 
words to say and the courage to say them?  “All Scripture is useful.”  Useful because 
here are the words for “teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in 
righteousness.”  Here are the words to make others “wise for salvation through 
faith in Christ Jesus.”  

This is why our attendance at Bible class is essential.  The Jonah study is not a throw 
away class that if we find something better to do and skip it, no problem.  The 
serious stuff is yet to come.  No.  The Jonah study is a study I am writing for us, 
because it’s supposed to launch us into outreach NOW in the three areas 
IMMANUEL has targeted: the university, the neighborhood, and the lofts on the 
Plaza.  Not five years from now when it may be too late.  

It’s through wrestling with God’s Word together that we learn what to say and what 
not to say.  It’s in group Bible study that the Holy Spirit gives us direction as to how 
best to proceed and gives us the courage to do it.  We heard God say this morning 
how none of this will happen without Him:  “Unless the Lord builds the house, 
those who build it labor in vain.” (Psalm 127:1)  We need His help through His 
Word.  “All Scripture is useful…so that the man of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work.”  

We need Bible class, because we need to be able to say the right words ourselves. 

As a congregation, though, we’re not in Bible class.   All Scripture is useful, but we’re 
not making use of it.  Why then should we be confident that when the time comes 
we’ll have the right words and the courage to say them?  

While the clock is counting down, we’re making the wrong play choice.  We are 
leaving ourselves vulnerable…to being sacked for a loss: a loss for words.  Where 
you’re not able to say what needs to be said.   You just can’t get any words out, like 
you just had the breath knocked out of you.  If you have ever experienced that, you 
know it’s not good.  

I had the breath knocked out of me at Fort Dix.  The day I learned how to use a gas 
mask.  When the instructors were satisfied that all of us would be Army chaplains 
had been properly trained on the gas mask, they took us into what at the time 
looked like a garage.  Told us to put our gas masks on, because they were going to 
release tear gas.  We put on our masks.  Blow out, cover the filters, suck in a 
breath. Mask perfectly sealed. Breathe in.  Breathe out.  No problems. Couldn’t 
smell any tear gas. 

Then they told us that we were going to take off our masks one by one.  So, one by 
one we did, and each one in turn began coughing and choking, tears and mucus 
coming out of eyes, nose, and mouth.  Couldn’t catch my breath like it had just been 
knocked out of me.  It didn’t feel good -- and it doesn’t feel good when you can’t 
get the right words out.

But that experience reminds me of words from a favorite hymn:  “You came into 
our hall of death, O Christ, to breathe our poisoned air, to drink for us the deep 
despair that strangled our reluctant breath…”  
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Christ came to breathe our poisoned air of our failure and our fear, in order to 
have the breath knocked out of Him.  That’s how He died.  It was by suffocation.  
The breath totally knocked out of Him -- and I’m sure it didn’t feel good, but it was 
good.  Because it was also the suffocation of all of our sins and failures.  Those were 
strangled.   

Christ’s death and His resurrection were the way to breathe new life into us and 
into our congregation.  So that we’re not like we just had the wind knocked out of 
us and can’t get a word out.  Each day as we celebrate our baptism into Christ’s 
death and resurrection our sins are suffocated, and we are raised with Christ to 
new life.  But it also no coincidence that here in our sermon text God’s Word is 
referred to as breath.  “All Scripture is God-breathed.”  

Can we see Scripture as God’s means of breathing life into us and life into our 
church?  Can we see the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word to breathe new 
life and new hope into our church.   And working through our study together of the 
Word to breathe into our church fresh thoughts and fresh ideas and fresh strength 
and fresh words that are the right words to say. 

And the same Holy Spirit is strengthening our faith that God’s Word can do these 
things.  That the God-breathed Word will give us the right words to say.  The Holy 
Spirit is making stronger in us the belief that God’s life-giving breath is on every 
page, in every line, in every word of Scripture.  For us to inhale deeply so that we 
have the right words and the courage to say the right words that will breathe into 
others hope and life to eternity.                    
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